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Of Far Flung Skies

for brass band

Dedicated to the City of Bristol Brass Band and their conductor lan Holmes
with thanks for their enthusiasm, imagination, and guidance in the world of brass

Of Far Flung Skies was written for the City of Bristol Brass Band
and Learner Band, as part of the Adopt a Composer scheme, funded by
the PRS Foundation and the Philip and Dorothy Green Music Trust,
and run by Making Music, in partnership with Sound and Music.

The first performance was given by the City of Bristol Brass Band and learner band
conducted by Ian Homes at St. George’s Hall, Bristol, on 17" October 2021.

The work is in four continuous movements:

I NewSky ..oooovvviiiiiiiiiin.. 2

Il Dreaming dark blue skies ........ 13
I Fireflung Skies ..................... 20
IV Bright Night Sky ................... 40

Duration: ¢.12 minutes

This score is in C

Score in C or transposed, and parts available on request.
Please get in touch via: www.laurashipsey.com

Sound and Music Egus ndation




Instrumentation:

Balcony group*

Soprano Cornet in Eb
Solo Bb Cornets 1, 2
Solo Bb Cornets 3,4
Repiano Cornet in Bb
2™ Cornet in Bb
3" Cornet in Bb

Flugel Horn in Bb
Solo Horn in Eb
1* Horn in Eb
2™ Horn in Eb

1*' Baritone in Bb
2™ Baritone in Bb
1* Trombone in Bb

2™ Trombone in Bb
Bass Trombone
Euphonium in Bb

Eb Bass
Bb Bass

Percussion (2 players):
Player I: vibraphone, rain stick (doubled with II), tam-tam (doubled with II), snare drum, bass drum,
Player II: glockenspiel, triangle, suspended cymbal, crash cymbal, rain stick (doubled with I), claves,
tam-tam (doubled with I), timpani (4)

* Balcony group: the piece was originally written for the City of Bristol Brass Band and Learner
Band performing at St George’s Hall, Bristol. The Balcony group parts written for the learner band to
be played from around the balcony, which circles the whole room above the audience. The piece may
be performed with or without the balcony parts, depending on the availability of additional players. If
it is included then there should be at least six balcony players.

The balcony group should be spread around the edge of the venue, and play from a higher level than
the main band, ideally a balcony, as close to the top of the space as possible.
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* choose any two of the given pitches and repeat as fast as possible until
the next cue. Accent the beginning of each pair:
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1st Trombone in Bb

Score in C
2nd Trombone in Bb

Repiano Cornet in Bb
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* Air notes: soft and unpitched, each player following their natural breathing rhythm. The air sound

* Boxed pitches: repeat chosen pitches as fast as possible until the next cue. Do not play together.
should always be only just audible, like an added edge to the overall sound.
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Main band turns back
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Three widely spread balcony players:
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Soft rustling effect (possibly paper on snare drum + gentle roll)

strictly metronomic, with mechanical precision
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(soft and unpitched, each player following their natural breathing rhythm.

48

[ (||
. .H\' . .
~ o ~d N N N o N N o o N o N N N 9 [T ~4
E [Pan v Pa; v pm
z ot ot st 5 5 st st tfl 5 5 g st st g AN f” L) tnh L) B
~ Ll Lt Ll Pal Lt .
= N N [ aNg N Lo N (e N iy . N N N N E L o E “3
ARSI ) MR R XMy \ \ R A e YA RN (RIS \ N
w el
2 Sc|me
° g
g £
K ' . ~
3 =)
M ° Ay
e EE
HIAWL / 4 % ¢ 4 il o A o 9l /9 9| dl i EEC P R ~
¥
=
=
z ~ !
Sy
=z
=
© 4 Y \Q / o 0/ o o o 0/ \ e ﬁ \Q e: \g ﬁ ; >
il T A T i | Aﬁ} Qi Aﬁ} -
Ll ]
1 s de E
By
ARy [T TR [T o ) QLN rmJ | a &
™ L) = | HT ] o @
s AT el T o T .v . THRL Lk OV NSRS Ik Al 3 .
Ty fmJ F=2y ey fmJ
o B
N
(NI A awwwfmJ ~e m\\\ ~d
] ] ]
| | | | .
TR L T E\\
Pl AN Wi Wi A
W B L) mmJ L) fmJ o mmJ
H.W\l rml / \hwwl o 1 e th o : o o
>f VLS >f~1 g
oy me ' oxt JWIMJ °l
- o g Jn - TN B InN ~e
BN NLN NLN NN
‘A A v b
g ; i T
il L Ex Ko ] ] ] ]
e - E g
pad Lt
1 o1 N N
NS NG ;
4 ; N | & & & c |
S e e ot ot S S o ot At S o o ot At S o e At £ S
i 1 Lt Lt 2
A ~ AN S LA = AAS [l w w g Il
ol 9 9 W uﬂun\,f uwumm,f ;\an\,f ;\wu n> N ™~y > ™ ¢ ¢ > > ~ ¢ m, \
TS IS IS IS S 5 |l
ol N g o ol N N ot 5 5 5 o B uuﬂ>f g uWﬂ>f M EC TN g
[alinul Sl s s S [alinul atinul Sul NN NN Al At K NN NN Al At Aty NN [atinul o
A A NG N NG NG NG Nek NG N e AN N X & R A X & ek =
\ v & S v i S v i S v 4 S vi % v 4 ™ v 4 ™ 4
o 5 5 5 5 5 o E E E 5 g = E g £ 2 2 S o
z S S S S S = = = = & & £ = £ ) & & = g
3 5 2 < 2 2 = 2 k] 2 3 g 3 2 ; = A A &
= 4 3 S & - 2 | - a = & = = =
m



13

Dreaming dark blue skies
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62 L'istesso tempo con rubato
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(any octave, stagger breathing)

Balcony players: Sing*
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the vocal sound should be only just audible; an additional warmth to the brass.

* ideally hum, but if the balance does not allow this then sing to 'ah’
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